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Neurology increases staff,
offers new reterral guidelines

Children’s Hospital’s Neurology Department
has added two physicians and developed
new referral guidelines, significantly improving
your pediatric patients’ access to care while
making it easier for you to identify which condi-
tions to refer.

This past year, Dr. Raymund David and
Dr. Paul Fleenor joined Children’s neurology
group, rounding out the experienced five-
member team. While Children’s always accepts
urgent cases, the increased staff allows patients
to obtain a routine appointment in about two
weeks rather than three to four months. The new
hires also increase the neurologists’ availability
at Children’s satellite locations in Modesto and
Merced, providing patient families access to
care close to home. Another new neurologist,
Dr. Malavalli Seetharam, will begin providing
services at the Modesto and Merced sites in May.

“Our new doctors are very enthusiastic
and complement the rest of the group,” said
Dr. Steven Ehrreich, Children’s Medical Director
of the Neurology Department. “Overall, these
changes allow us to provide improved customer
service and consistency.”

Children’s neurology practice provides diag-
nostic services, medical treatment and follow-up
care to kids with suspected or confirmed neuro-
logical disorders, such as tumors, encephalitis,
seizures or other neuropathies.

The department utilizes advanced diagnostic
tools, and is the only one in the area with video-
EEG monitoring. All of Children’s neurotesting
technicians are nationally certified and have
pediatric experience. Follow-up care may include
recommendations to the family for health, school
and quality of life decisions. The neurologists
work closely with our other pediatric subspecial-
ists as needed, from neurosurgeons and cardiolo-
gists to physiatrists and geneticists.

Children’s Neurology Department is the only one in the area with
video EEG monitoring.

Children’s new referral guidelines outline
neurology conditions for you to send to Chil-
dren’s and those best cared for by other providers.
Appropriate routine referrals range from epilepsy
and abnormal/involuntary movement disorders,
to headaches with no response from first-line
medications and uncontrolled seizures. However,
Children’s neurologists recommend that primary
care physicians handle pediatric febrile seizures
on their own. “But if multiple febrile seizures are
involved, they could schedule a consult at Chil-
dren’s for their patient,” said Dr. Ehrreich.

Ailments better suited for other providers
and not Children’s include autism, schizophrenia
and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.

To save time and expense, Dr. Ehrreich
also recommends that you order the necessary
preliminary tests, such as an EEG or MRI, when-
ever possible prior to your patient’s first visit.
“That way we may be able to start treatment
sooner rather than later,” he said.

For the Neurology Referral Guidelines, go to:
ChildrensCentralCal.org/Services/medical/neurology



If you need a quick MRI test to check
whether your teenage patient’s recent knee
injury is OK to play in an upcoming soccer
tournament, Children’s Hospital can help.
With a new second, state-of-the-art
MRI machine onsite, Children’s has
increased its capacity to handle cases like
this and other outpatient visits. Most pedi-
atric patients who require a MRI without
anesthesia can obtain an appointment now
within two days rather than several weeks.
“MRI exams are especially popular
with primary care physicians and patient
families because of their advanced tech-
nology and no radiation,” said Michael
Birmingham, Children’s Director of

Referring a Patient

Direct link:

Outreach Centers:

Imaging Services. “We'll continue to eval-
uate and expand our MRI use.”

The only provider in the region offering
MRIs with anesthesia for young patients,
Children’s imaging services have increased
56 percent since 2005 - including a 19
percent hike from 2008 to 2009 alone. As
aresult, Children’s had to scale back its
outpatient imaging services to accommo-
date the influx of kids who required anes-
thesia for a relaxed test — but not any more.

To meet the Valley’s growing demand
for pediatric imaging, Children’s included
an additional MRI room, a fluoroscopy
imaging suite and another diagnostic X-ray
suite in its current 60,000-square-foot

For a copy of Children’s
Quick Reference Telephone
Guide, call 559.353.6621.

expansion project called ‘

Paramount Farms Plaza. Until construction
is complete in spring 2011, Children’s set

up an interim imaging facility on campus
with the added MRI magnet. A third MRI
machine will come on board when the
expansion is finished.

Medical Education

Children’s Pediatric Symposium Series

All events held 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free registration
includes all symposium materials, continental breakfast,
plenary session and lunch.

Madera - Children's Hospital Central California
Saturday, April 17

San Luis Obispo - Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center
Saturday, May 1

Modesto - Doubletree Hotel - Saturday, May 8

Bakersfield — Rabobank Arena Convention Center
Saturday, May 22

For a complete list of monthly Medical Education topics,
visit childrenscentralcal.org. For questions about Medical
Education contact Norma Barajas, PhD, at 559.353.7230
or email nbarajas@childrenscentralcal.org.

Children’s Physician Liaison David Chuhlantseff is available to answer any questions or assist you in any way.

He can be reached at (559) 353-7229 or emailed at physicianrelations@childrenscentralcal.org.
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